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FOOD SAMPLING POLICY 

 
1. Introduction 
 
This Food Sampling Policy sets out New Forest District Council’s approach to food sampling.  

Food sampling has a crucial role to play in supporting the aims of New Forest District 
Council in relation to food hygiene. 
 
The aim of food sampling is to gather information about the microbiological quality and 

possible presence of harmful micro-organisms in food sold, offered for sale or used in food 

products by food businesses within the District. It also seeks to ensure that food and drink 

intended for human consumption is safe. New Forest District Council recognises that food 

sampling plays an important role in the protection of public health, and contributes towards 

the food law enforcement functions of the Authority. 

The Food Standards Agency (FSA) monitors the performance of local authorities in relation 
to the sampling of food through Local Authority Audits and yearly local authority data returns. 
 
 
2. Priorities and Approach to Sampling 
 
The Council’s sampling activities will be directed by the yearly food sampling programme 
which detail specific surveys that will be undertaken. The inclusion of surveys in the 
programme is determined by national, regional and local priorities. 
 
The following activities and factors are considered when devising the sampling programme: 
 

• Participation in national surveys co-ordinated by the Food Standards Agency, Local 
Authorities, Public Health England Food, Water & Environmental Microbiology 
Laboratory, and regional surveys in order to address local and national concerns; 

• Supporting the food hygiene inspection programme with a view to identifying poor 
hygiene/safety practices or verifying food safety management systems; 

• Responding to current issues affecting food safety such as food fraud and foods 
imported from 3rd Countries in line with the Food Standards Agency’s priorities; 

• Consideration of the number, type and inspection risk rating of food businesses in the 
District; 

• The Council’s responsibilities in relation to food businesses for which it acts as the 
Primary Authority; 

• The number of manufacturers/producers and/or importers of food in the Borough, 
particularly high-risk foods; and, 

• The needs and expectations of the local community. 
 

 
3. Yearly Sampling Programme 
 
New Forest District Council prepares a sampling programme each year which details the 

type of samples to be taken and the Authority’s sampling priorities. The programme takes 

account of the type and standard of food businesses in the area. It is also developed to take 

account of local, regional and national priorities. 

Within the programme allowances will be made for unplanned emergencies, areas of 
emerging risk and in the event of a food poisoning outbreak or food alerts for action. These 
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will be determined in accordance with the type of business, foods handled, controls in place 
to reduce food safety risks, the amount of in-house quality control procedures, and 
documentation demonstrated by the business 
 
Overall the Council’s food sampling activities are determined by available resources, 
objectives outlined in the Commercial Environment Health Service Plan and any obligations 
placed on the Authority by the FSA and/or relevant legislation. Progress is monitored during 
the year at team meetings. An end of year review is used to consider and amend the 
following years’ service plan if necessary. 
 
Re-sampling will be considered and undertaken when required and in according to sampling 
budget (e.g. where previous samples have been found to be unsatisfactory or 
unacceptable). 
 
Emphasis will be placed on food operations subject to EC Regulation 853/2004, food 
importers and distributors of high-risk foods operating within the Borough. 
 
 
4. Laboratories 
 
The Council’s designated Food Examiner for microbiological examination is: 

• Public Health England, Food, Water and Environmental Laboratory, Porton, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, SP4 0JG 
 

Public Analyst for chemical or physical analysis: 

 

• Hampshire Scientific Services, Hyde Park Road, Southsea, Hampshire, PO5 4LL 
 
 
5. Types of Sample 
 

• Informal samples – these are taken for surveillance and monitoring purposes and do 
provide advice to businesses. Samples taken as part of national or regional surveys are 
informal samples. 
 

• Formal samples – these are taken for the purpose of legal evidence when a breach of 
legislative provisions is suspected. Formal samples will be taken as and when an 
authorised food safety officer of the council identifies the need. However, formal samples 
will not be taken without prior consideration of the information given in the Food Law 
Code of Practice and Guidance and in consultation with the Food Examiner at Public 
Health England FWE laboratory.  

 
Formal sampling will be undertaken by suitably qualified officers authorised by the Council in 
accordance with the Food Safety Act 1990 and the Food Safety and Hygiene (England) 
Regulations 2013; and who meet the relevant requirements of the Food Law Code of 
Practice. Other officers may only take informal samples.  
 
Samples taken for microbiological examination will generally be taken formally in accordance 
with the criteria laid down in Code of Practice and the Food Safety (Sampling and 
Qualifications) Regulations 1990. Samples taken for analysis will generally be informal; 
however formal analytical samples will be taken where contraventions of legislation are 
suspected, where results are thought not to be repeatable, as part of food complaint 
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investigations or following an unsatisfactory informal sample where follow up action is being 
taken. 
 
As sampling may give rise to criminal proceedings, the integrity of samples and continuity of 
evidence will be maintained in accordance with the Food Law Code of Practice, the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and Commercial Environmental Health Sampling 
Procedures. 
 
Sampling officers will consult the Public Analyst or Food Examiner as appropriate for 
guidance on sampling methods, particularly in relation to foods having specific sampling 
requirements and large consignments or batches where statistical methods may need to be 
applied. 
 
 
6. Statutory Sampling of Shellfish 

Food samples will be taken and submitted wherever the Authority has a statutory duty to do 

so. The sampling of shellfish and water quality in commercial shellfish production areas will 

be maintained, for the purpose of maintaining the necessary EU classifications for those 

areas. 

 
 
7. References 

• Food Safety (Sampling and Qualifications) Regulations 1990 

• The Food Safety Act 1990 

• The Food Safety and Hygiene (England) Regulations 2013 

• Food Law Code of Practice (England)  

• Food Standards Agency Framework Agreement on Local Authority Food Law 
Enforcement 

• LACORS guidance on food sampling for microbiological examination (January 2002, Rev 
6) 

• Food Standards Agency (FSA) Practical Sampling Guidance for Food Standards and 
Feeding Stuffs May 2004. 


