
'f'his leaflet explains i,vhat a conservation r11t!a is a11d how) it may affect you. 

It shows the bounda1y of one of the 33 to11servatio11 areas a11d points out some of 

the features whirh mol·e it speria/. 

Martin 
This remote picturesque village lies at the 

head of the valley of the Allen River in an 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The 

village street wends its way past old farms 

and small cottages up cowards the old 

Roman road on the Downs. The Allen is a 

winterbourne - water used to pour down 

the street in winter and spring until it was 

diverted into an underground culvert 
draining into Bustard Pond. ivlartin has 

the greatest mix of building materials of 
any conservation area in the district. The 

church (Grade I) is tucked away behind 

the village street while the Manor House 

(Grade II*) forms an important visual stop 

on the bend in the street. The many other 
listed buildings dating mainly from the 

15th to 18th centuries are built with 

timber frames, brick, flint, greensand 
stone and chalk cob with roofs of thatch, 

clay tile and slate. The village green, the 

high verges either side of the street and 

the views between buildings to the 
surrounding countryside are also 

important in shaping Martin's pattern. 
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The surrounding area has been inhabited since 

prehistoric times and much of che parish 

boundary is marked by earthworks and ancient 

roads. There were t\\·o markets here e,erY 

"·cck granted co the ,\bbots of Glastonbury by 

charters from Henry III and E<.hnud III. The 

names of many of che farms deri,e from chose 

of che tenants of hundreds of yearc; ago - John 

Swccapulle. William l Lmics and John Garrett. 

l 1ncil 1895 �farcin was pare of\Yiltshirc. 

The surrounding Do,, ns ha, e influenced the 

agriculture and life of che , illage; sheep played 

an important pare in che local economy. 

Changes in farming practice ha,·e meant that 

the , illage like man) others has undergone 

radical changes this century and 110\\ ,·ery few 

gain a li, ing from the land. \Yorking farms 

hare left the village street, allo\\ ing old 

farmhouses ro be used as domestic family 

homes. The school is no\\ a prirnce house, the 

\·ilbge shops h.l\ e closed do" n and the church 

is no,, part of a ,, ickr parish. In spice of all this 

:\Iartin retains a special charm as the finely 

built buildings, including chose in srone, give 

ir an air of a place more important in times 

past than now. 


