
Design and Access Statement  

A design and access statement is a short report accompanying and supporting a 
planning application to illustrate the process that has led to the development proposal, 
and to explain the proposal in a structured way. The level of detail required in a design 
and access statement depends on the scale and complexity of the application, and the 
length of the statement varies accordingly. Statements must be proportionate to the 
complexity of the application, but need not be long.  

Design and access statements help to ensure that development proposals are based on 
a thoughtful design process and a sustainable approach to access. Statements should 
improve the quality of proposals: in preparing the design and access statement, 
developers need to consider and subsequently explain the merit of the design and how it 
relates to the existing setting.  

 


