
AN ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES FLOW CHART

RECEIVE INFORMATION

VISIT SITE AND CHECK 

RECORDS

Is there a breach of 

planning control?

TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION 

AND INFORM PARTIES
NO

Is planning 

permission likely to 

be granted?

YES

REQUEST PLANNING 

APPLICATION
YES

Is negotiation 

relocation/redesign 

likely to be 

successful?

NO

NEGOTIATE

RECEIVE 

AMENDED 

SCHEME

YES

Is enforcement 

action appropriate?

NO

TAKE NO 

FURTHER 

ACTION

NO

Has application been 

submitted?

CONSIDER 

APPLICATION

YES

NO

INITIATE ENFORCEMENT ACTION

YES

Is breach serious 

and urgent remedy 

required?

Obtain ownership details by 

PCN/Sect 330/Sect 16 Notice

Search Land Registry

NO

Is an injunction 

appropriate?
YES Seek an injunctionYES

Is breach likely to be 

controlled by temp 

stop?

NO

Consider cost / 

benefits

Serve temp stop 

notice 28 days

Check compliance

YES

Temp Stop notice 

complied with?

BREACH CEASED – TAKE 

NO FURTHER ACTION
Yes

Is further 

enforcement action 

appropriate?

NOINITIATE PROSECUTION

Issue enforcement notice 

consider further stop notice
Request planning application

YES NO

Does breach relate to 

planning condition?

Is condition 

enforceable and 

valid?

Is BCN appropriate?

YES

YES

Serve breach of condition notice:

- specify steps to be taken

- set period for compliance

YES

Has BCN been 

complied with?
TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION

INITIATE PROSECUTION

YES

NO

Issue enforcement notice

- specify steps to be taken

- explain reasons for issue

- set period for compliance

NO

NO

NO

Has an appeal 

been lodged?
Respond to appeal

Has appeal been 

allowed?

TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION

YES

YES

Check compliance with 

enforcement notice after 

expiry of period of compliance

Have all steps 

been completed?

CONSIDER MOST 

APPROPRIATE ACTION

- PROSECUTION

- INJUNCTION

- DIRECT ACTION

- LEGAL AGREEMENT

INITIATE APPROPRIATE 

ACTION

NO

NO

NO

YES


