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   - -  Biodiversity Net Gain  - -  Nitrate and Phosphate Offsetting   - -      
Call for offsetting projects or site proposals
Closing Tuesday 5th January 2021
Please first read the Call for Projects Guidance Document. 
This form is split into 2 parts.
Part 1 registers an Expression of Interest. This needs to be completed for both initial site proposals and for more fully developed projects.  

· Please complete the form clearly and legibly and to the best of your knowledge.

· All sections of Part 1 must be completed if you wish your proposal to be considered.   
· Provide a general ‘Project proposal description’ outlining how it is suggested that Biodiversity Net Gain and/or phosphate or nitrate Nutrient Reductions could be achieved, and details of current and proposed land use or land cover. 

· You must attach a map or maps showing the precise boundaries of the site, and a plan indicating current and proposed land use(s). 
Part 2 ‘Project Details’ is optional for more fully developed proposals.  Completion is encouraged where supporting technical details are available.
· We especially welcome the submission of proposals that are ready to implement, subject to funding.

· As much detail as is known should be provided

· Include any supporting evidence studies or technical assessments, such as a completed DEFRA calculator (Biodiversity metric calculator or Nutrient budget)
The closing date for this call for sites and projects is 3.00pm Tuesday 5th January 2021 
Postal address for proposals: Planning, Appletree Court, Beaulieu Rd, Lyndhurst SO43 7PA
Or electronically to: policyandplans@nfdc.gov.uk 
Enquiries 
BNG:

chris.hodsman@nfdc.gov.uk
Tel. 023 8028 5747


Nutrients:
mark.williams@nfdc.gov.uk
Tel. 023 8028 5475
Thank you for your help
DATA PROTECTION 
New Forest District Council respects your privacy and is committed to protecting your personal data. Further details of our Privacy Notice following the introduction of the General Data Protection Regulation can be found on our website by following this link - https://newforest.gov.uk/article/1596/Planning-Privacy-Notice
PART 1 – EXPRESSION OF INTEREST, SITE AND PROPOSAL DETAILS

1. SITE PROMOTER CONTACT DETAILS
	1.1 Please confirm your contact details

	Contact Name:
	

	Company / agency name:
	

	Representing:
	

	Contact address:
	

	Telephone Number:
	

	Email:
	


2. SITE DETAILS

	2.1 What do you consider the site to be potentially suitable for? (tick all that apply)

	Biodiversity Net Gain                                           No 
 Yes 
Phosphate Offsetting, Avon catchment           No
 Yes 
Nitrate Offsetting, Solent catchment               No Yes 


	2.2 Please confirm site details


	Site address:
	     

	Site postcode:     

	OS grid reference:
	     
	Site size (hectares):     

	Please attach a map outlining the precise boundaries of the site, indicating the part which may be suitable for use for biodiversity net gain or nutrient offsetting (if this is less than the whole).  Without this mapped information we are unable to register the site.  
Please additionally provide this information in GIS ‘shapefile’ format if possible.


	2.3 Site Ownership or Control (Click to select a box)

	Select one of the four options that best describes your (or your client’s) position regarding the use and control of the proposal site.
	 Sole land owner                     
 Part land owner 
 Lease holder - enter the year of lease expiration 
 Other – please briefly describe 

	If you are not the sole landowner, please list any other land owner(s) here. 
	Land owner name(s) 

	I/we confirm that this proposal is submitted with the knowledge and agreement of all the landowner(s).
	 No
 Yes 
Name 
Signature ………………                     Date 


3. CURRENT AND POTENTIAL SITE USE AND MANAGEMENT
	3.1 Please describe how you envisage the site could deliver biodiversity net gain and/or reductions in the release of nitrate or phosphate from the site to watercourses, compared to the current use?   

If you have additional technical information such as the calculated BNG or nutrient credit value, complete as much of Part 2 of the form as you can and attach any relevant supporting documents.

	     



	3.2 What is the current site use and how would that change if your proposal was implemented? 

Please provide or estimate the approximate area for each use, existing and proposed, in the table below.   Attach annotated maps or plans showing the areas in or proposed for each use.  

	Current land use / land cover 
Current Area (ha.) or length (metres)
Proposed Area (ha.) or length (metres)
Buildings, yards and hard-surfaced areas

     
     
Cereal crops (please specify)      
     
     
Other produce (please specify)      
     
     
Livestock grazing (including equestrian)
     
     
Dairy, pig or poultry farming
     
     
Other (please specify)      
     
     
Other (please specify)      
     
     
Natural or semi-natural grassland or meadow

     
     
Amenity grassland
     
     
Heathland

     
     
Scrub

     
     
Hedgerows 

     
     
Woodland – native, natural or regenerating

     
     
Woodland – managed plantation 

     
     
Wetland areas 

     
     
Water bodies including drainage ditches

     
     
Other habitats (please specify)      
     
     
Total

     
     



	3.3 How long has the site been is its current use, and what was the previous or historic site use (if known)?

	     



	3.4 How is the land currently managed?  e.g. Not in active management, annual hay cut, coppicing rotation, intensity of farming and nutrient inputs.

	     


	Is the site currently in stewardship or subject to any other land management grants?      
Please provide brief details.
     


	3.5 Are all current agricultural activities by the land owner operating in compliance with the following regulations?

	Farming Rules for Water*                                                                      Not applicable
 No    Yes   
Silage Slurry and Agricultural Fuel Oil storage (SSAFO)**              Not applicable
 No    Yes   
If the answer to either question is ‘no’ please enter any additional information you consider relevant

     


*https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rules-for-farmers-and-land-managers-to-prevent-water-pollution

** https://www.gov.uk/guidance/storing-silage-slurry-and-agricultural-fuel-oil

	3.6 Please list any agricultural or commercial activities you envisage continuing on the site, if an agreement was entered into to use if for BNG or nutrient offsetting.

	     



4. Ecological baseline
	4.1 Examples of habitat types currently present on-site.
Briefly describe and attach photographs of good examples of all of the land cover types shown in green in the table in Section 4.3 that are present.  Photograph locations should be marked on a plan.
If you have additional technical information such as survey reports or the calculated BNG or nutrient credit value, complete as much of Part 2 of the form as you can and attach any relevant documents.

	     



	4.2 Please provide details of any protected or notable species you believe to be present on the site. 

	     



5. POSSIBLE SITE CONSTRAINTS

	5.1 To the best of your knowledge are there any constraints that may prevent, or affect how, the site could be used for biodiversity or nutrient offsetting?

 e.g. lease duration, legal issues, third party use rights such as shooting, existing public access rights

	     


5.2 

	Do you believe any constraints on the site could be overcome or managed? If so, please explain.  

	     


6. SITE SURVEY 
	6.1 In proposing a site you are accepting in principle that a Council officer will need to visit the site in order to assess its suitability.  Are there be any safety or other access issues to consider?

	     


	6.2 Please provide contact details of the person who should be contacted to arrange a site visit. 

	     


7.  LAND AVAILABILITY AND PROJECT COSTING
	7.1 Over what broad timeframe would you anticipate the site could first become available for biodiversity or nutrient offsetting, if funded? (Click to select a box – select one only)

	By the end of June 2021
	

	By the end of December 2021
	

	During 2022
	

	Between 2023 and 2025
	

	After 2025
	


	7.2 On what basis and duration would you consider making your land available, subject to terms?   (Click to select a box – please respond to all five options) 

	Freehold sale
	 No Yes   

	Lease 30 years maximum  
	 No Yes   

	Lease up to 80 years maximum
	 No Yes   

	Lease up to 125 years maximum
	 No Yes   

	Lease any duration 
	 No Yes   


	7.3 Please provide an indicative estimate of the project cost.   
Fuller or confirmed costing details and any terms and conditions can be provided in Part 2

	Indicative sum required for freehold purchase, if this option is available:             

	Indicative sum required for leasehold (assume a 30-year duration for project comparability, 2020 prices)                   
       Year 1, land lease plus any lump sum cost for full project implementation:                 
       Years 2-30, land lease and averaged project maintenance, per annum:                        


	7.4 Are there any other dependencies on which you are reliant for progressing this project proposal?

	     



PART 2 – PROJECT DETAILS WHERE AVAILABLE

8. baseline POSITION and PROJECT BENEFITS
	8.1  For BNG projects: Has the baseline ecological value of the site been established?    Has the BNG uplift that would result from the proposed project been calculated?

If so, please provide the results and details of when it was undertaken and by whom.  Attach the calculation report if possible, preferably using the Defra Biodiversity Metric.   If the assessment has been validated by an independent third party e.g. Natural England Developer Advisory Service, please attach their report.

	     



	8.2 For nutrient projects: Has the baseline level of nutrient loss from the site been established?    Has the reduction or saving in nutrient loss that would result from the proposed project been calculated?

If so, please provide the results and details of when it was undertaken and by whom.   Attach the calculation report if possible.  Use the DEFRA June 2020 (v5) methodology for nitrates in the Solent catchment.   A version is being adapted for phosphates in the Avon catchment.  If the assessment has been validated by an independent third party e.g. Natural England Developer Advisory Service, please attach their report.

	     



	8.3 Please provide fuller details of the proposal(s) for nutrient offsetting, and/ or biodiversity net gain. 
Either signpost the relevant parts of any attached studies and reports, or enter the details below.


	Suggested details to include, where available:

· Details of land use change (as summarised in section 4.3)

· Details of habitat retention and any habitat enhancement and/or creation where applicable
· Gains expected (As applicable in biodiversity units if known, or the kg reduction per annum in leaching of phosphates or nitrates.   Please provide calculations)

· Outline of monitoring and management arrangements proposed 
· Details of any other prescriptions, terms of conditions that would be required by the project promoter.
     


9. PROJECT COSTING

	9.1  Which of the following best described this costing (select one):
An indicative costing  is requested in Section 8.3.  Complete Section 10.1 if  you have additional information to provide.   This is recommended if your project is available for implementation  if funding was agreed


	 A working estimate informed by some technical, valuation and costs assessment

 A fully evaluated figure for which the promoter would commit to deliver the project.  

              Price offer valid until (enter date) 

	Suggested details to include, where available:

· An explanation of how your costing was arrived at – the process followed, and the type of expenditure and income considerations taken into account for both the current use and the project proposal.   Specific financial and accounting data is not required but can be provided if you wish to.
· A statement of what the costing estimate or offer price does and does not include. 

· If the proposal has options, a description and pricing of them.

· Attach any valuations or other evidence you consider appropriate, indicating whether or not it should be treated as confidential. 
· An outline of any terms or conditions the project promoter would require to be included in any contractual arrangement.   A draft contract is not required but can be provided if you wish to.

     


10. Submission Checklist

· All sections completed, to the best of your knowledge

· Maps or plans attached for both existing and proposed land use

· Photos attached of current areas of potential habitat value, photo locations are marked on the site map

· Available supporting technical studies or assessments are included (by hardcopy, email attachment or downloadable file link) 

· Signature, name and date provided in section 2.2
· Expiry date and a summary details of any terms or conditions for any fully priced project proposal offer
· The closing date for this consultation is 05/01/2021
For official use only:





Reference:          _________________   





Received:            _________________ 





Acknowledged:  _________________
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